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The tones and echoes on Arden electronic composer William

Fields' Timbre play like a dream: shimmering and lucid, rising

and falling, spurts and gaps cascading effortlessly over a wordless

soundscape of human imagination. An alternate reality seems to

jockey for position with a physical one. Even when something

is familiar-"Seaglass," for instance, which recalls Radiohead's

"Treefingers" and the end bits on Kid A-a dissonant undercurrent

manages to work its way in and take over.

Was it planned this way? Yes and no. "I don't really come

up with ideas for pieces ahead of time," says the 28-year-old

Fields. "Usually 1 just sit down and see what comes out. But with

this album, 1 tried to keep a guiding aesthetic in mind all along.

Lately I've been interested in electronic music that doesn't sound

electronic or mechanistic. 1 wanted to create something that was

organic, earthy."
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By Michael Pollock

Timbre is WilliamFields' third album of airy electronic compositions.
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